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Hello to all our wonderful MoSPIN families,  
 
 
 
Thanks to all the families who returned the Annual Summer 
MoSPIN Family Survey.  Your responses are greatly appreciat-
ed, as they help us improve the program.  I hope your chil-
dren are enjoying the Alphabet/Braille Refrigerator Magnets 
as our gift to you.   
 
 
 
Happy Holiday Season to one and all.  Enjoy spending special 
time with family and friends.   
 

 

I offer some helpful information in this edi-

tion.  You may not need all this resources 

now, but you can always hold on to this 

issue for future reference.   

 
 

 

 
As always, should  you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email or call 
Melissa Moore, Lead Parent Advisor/Family Engagement Coordinator 
melissa.moore@msb.dese.mo.gov 
314-633-1591 
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2019-2020 Webinar Wednesday Series 

Nov 13 – Interpreter or Intervener: Which Will Meet the Educational Support Needs 

of Your Child? 8:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. EST 

Presented by: Susanne Morgan Morrow – Director 

New York Deaf-Blind Collaborative 

Beth Kennedy – Director 

DeafBlind Central: Michigan’s Training & Resource Project and the DeafBlind Intervener 

Training Program at Central Michigan University 

An educational interpreter and intervener have overlapping roles in the classroom, which 

may cause confusion for parents of children with CHARGE syndrome, thus leading to 

challenges when advocating for the supports for school. This presentation will explore the 

differences and the similarities in the roles and assist families in identifying which one is 

the best fit for their child’s needs. An overview of each role will be provided, including 

examples of how interpreters and interveners work with students who are deafblind in K-12 

settings. 

Participants will: 

1. Identify the differences and similarities between an educational interpreter and an 

intervener. 

2. Identify the principles behind the roles of an educational interpreter and intervener. 

3. Apply these concepts to the support needs of their child. 

 

 December 4 – Using Photos to Tell your Child’s Story – 8:00 p.m.- 9:30 p.m. EST 

Presented by: Donna Carpenter  – Kentucky DeafBlind Project 

  Come learn how using 20 photos to tell your child’s story to his/her educational team can 
provide valuable perspective of your child as part of a family.  Your short digital video will 
provide the educational team information about strengths, preferences, who your child’s favorite 
person is, what pets are at home and family vacations.  Change your child’s educational team’s 
perspective from a “can’t do” to a “can do” mindset. 



Jan 22 – The Power of the Deaf-Blind Network: What’s in it for you? – 8:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

EST 

Presented by: Sam Morgan, Co-Director of the National Center on Deaf-Blindness (NCDB) 

Join us to learn about the various levels of support available for your family and how you can get 

involved at the local, state and national levels.  You will learn about how the Deaf-Blind Network 

partners together to provide families high-quality services and support to families. 

Feb 19 – Lessons Learned: A Parent Panel – 8:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. EST 

Raising a child with CHARGE syndrome can sometimes feel overwhelming.  Please join us to hear 

the perspective of mothers as they share their lessons learned and what they know for sure. There 

will be time for Q&A at the end. 

March 25 – The Role of the Family in the IEP Process – 8:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. EST 

Presented by: Kristi Probst – Initiative Lead for Interveners and Qualified Personnel and 

Assessment, Planning and Instruction at the National Association on Deaf-Blindness 

Navigating the IEP process can be very daunting, to say the least.  Join Kristi as she shares practical 

tips and strategies on how to ensure that the needs of your child and family are at the forefront of the 

educational programming for your child.  She’ll be joined by a few families of children with CHARGE 

syndrome who plan to share their real-life experiences and tips for effective partnership with their 

child’s educational team. 

April 22- Let them Play: Getting Involved in your Community – 8:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. EST 

Presented by: Matt LaCortiglia M.Ed.  and Maebh Barry MS Ed.  

Adapted Physical Education Teachers in the Deafblind program at the Perkins School for the Blind 

During this webinar we will discuss considerations for assessing, selecting, and identifying potential 

recreational physical activities for individuals of all ages with CHARGE syndrome in community 

settings. Strategies for successful community experiences, planning considerations, and possible 

activity modifications will also be included. 

Watch for registration information in your email inbox or sign up for eNews now.  

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/ICKddgOM_-waHMVwBRTYwA


  

 
The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age 
in its programs and activities. Inquiries related to Department programs 
and to the location of services, activities, and facilities that are accessible 

by persons with disabilities may be directed to the Jefferson 
State Office Building, Civil Rights Compliance (Title VI/Title 
IX/504/ADA/Age Act), 5th Floor, 205 Jefferson Street, Jefferson 
City, MO 65102-0480; telephone number 573-526-4757 or 
Relay Missouri 800-735-2966 
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Maranda Calvin 
Outreach Office Assistant 
314-633-3961 
Maranda.Calvin@msb.dese.mo.gov 

Jane Herder—Outreach Director 
Deaf-Blind Project Director 
314-633-1582 
Jane.Herder@msb.dese.mo.gov 
MO Deafblind Tech. Assistance 
Project 

Melissa Moore—Lead Parent Advisor 
MoSPIN—Family Engagement Coord. 
314-633-1591 
Melissa.Moore@msb.dese.mo.gov 

 

Megan Burgess 
Deaf Blind Project Coordinator 
314-633-1587 
Megan.Burgess@msb.dese.mo.gov 

Mandy Clayton 
Deaf-Blind School Support Specialist 
314-633-1553 

Mandy.Clayton@msb.dese.mo.gov  

Yvonne Ali 
Missouri Instructional Resource 
Center/APH Librarian 
314-633-1551 
Yvonne.Ali@msb.dese.mo.gov 

Steve Daley 
School Librarian  
314-633-1566 
Steven.Daley@msb.dese.mo.gov 

Chris Davidson 
Assistant Librarian 
314-633-1564 
Christine.Davidson@msb.dese.mo.gov 
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