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Students with low vision look forward to
SMART Board lessons that are interactive

and provide a variety of stimuli.

Elementary teacher Chris Klevorn uses the
SMART Board for vocabulary, sight words,

math concepts and communication arts and
can adjust the size, color and contrast to

me et student so

visual

During the summer of 2011,
Missouri School for the Blind
renovated its computer lab and
upgraded its Avi

technology. In addition to a complef Track Stars

renovation of the computer lab, MSE
upgraded all computers in the lab ar

Outreach Services. ... P.

WalMart Makeover . .

Our Donors

moved older computers to classroom:

MSB al so pu-ofdhears
software and equipment for use by
students individually and in the lab
and classrooms.

OAITSD (Office of Administration
Information Technology Service
Division, State of Missouri) also
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Home of the MLJIe

enabled MSB to establish a separat
student network and domain. All
improvements were made to increas
visually i mpaire
read, write and access data and to g
teachers more options to differentiat
instruction based on individual
studentsd needs.

This project was made possible by
support from Missouri Lions clubs
and benevolent contributions to the
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From the Superintertden

Dear Friend:

Welcome to the first edition &@ONNECTION, our Missouri School for the Bling
guarterly newsletterCONNECTION (as defined by Webster) means that something rs
linked, associated, or there is a relationship. As we strive to meet the educational needs of
i mpaired
state of Missouri, other agencies/stakeholder groups, and our parents. It is our mission
provide quality services for blind/visually impaired students. We cannot do it without you!

blind/visual.l

y

student s, I

Thank you for your support and interest in MSB!

Sincerely,

Supt. Yocum

v al
o

Outreach Programs Serve Families and Educators

The MSB Outreach Services Division is
based in St. Louis and provides programs
and resources to families and educators
throughout the state. Outreach also offer
numerougrofessional development
opportunities throughout the year. The
division is coordinated byennie Mascheck

a certified teacher of the visually impaired,

who holds a masters degree in blind

U

Jennie
Mascheck,
Coordinator of
Outreach
Services

rehabilitation and orientation and mobility,

and has more than
the education of blind and visualimpaired
students.

e
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Anot her of OQutreac
Missouri Deafblind Technical Assistance

e blind studests. The MIR@ is supervised b

other disabilities. Services include parent
training and regularhgcheduled home
visits. Ginny Williams the Lead Parent
Advisor who coordinates the program, hol
numerous teaching certifications and has
been an educator since 1969.

Also housed at MSB ihe Missouri

Ginny
Williams,
MoSPIN

Instructional Resource Center (MIRC)
which coordinates the registration of

r Siigentswho agerlqgally,bling and manag
Federal Quota funds providing textbooks i
Braille, large type and specialized
educational materials for all Missouri legal

Yvonne Ali, who has mor e

Project which provides technical assistanc
and support services to state and local
educational agencies, private programs,
adult service providers and families of
individuals who are deafblind, ages birth

through 21. Project coordinator is Susan Bonner, wh
n

a masters degree i
experience as an educator.

L€ Susan
Bonner,
Deafblind
Project
Coordinator

spec

Outreach also operatébe Missouri Statewide Parent

Involvement Network (MoSPIN)which offers direct in

home services to families of children, age

years, who are visually impaired and who may also ha

birth to five

) 1Y

experience in library and data services.

Supervisor

The Missouri School for the Blind Library!
Media Centefoans books and other

materials to professionals who work with

dents who are visually impaired, as we

i ag lprailla Bpoks fgrstudgnts thgpughouts
Missouri.Teachers can access the
Professional Development Lending Librar
getAdvice on Selecting BookandShare
Unused Braille Books LibrarianMary

Dingushas been a certified teacher and

avéibrarian since 1980.

Mary Dingus,
Librarian

ue
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TeChnOIOgy UpgradeS (cont. from page 1)

Here is a summary of MSBOs

e 2 SMART Board interactive whiteboard systems, one
installed in an elementary classroom and the other in th
new technology classroom. The SMART board engage
students with multiple learning styles and incorporates s
visual, tactile and auditory learning. It aiscorporates
educational software and SMART Response interactive
wireless remotes.

e 10 64bit HP computers equipped with Windows 7 and

2 2 0 -sérdemmmonitors. =
MSB student DeVaughn Smith practices his

« 8portable refreshable Braille displaysthat enable users k eyboard skills at one
to read in Braille what is on the computer screen. computers.

« 8 PEARLsthat convert text to speech or Word
document s; maker Freedom
reading solutions. 0

« 8 BrailleNoteswith speech and refreshable Braille displ3
plus numerous applicatiorsecorder, book reader, word
processor, internet access and navigation.

o 10 multi-positional desksthat can be raised or lowered
swung right or left to accommodate students of differen
sizes or those using wheelchairs or braces.

Afiportable readi

Computer teacher Wayne Seitz demonstrates < R T —
how the fidesk fpositianing h %tudlér{t Igathr?/n I-R1r¥l trids ut
the top and keyboard. one of the new BrailleNotes.
Teacher Patti Schonlau says the
device is a Afantastic toolod for both
pupils and instructors as it gives
them instant feedback.
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WalMart Makeover!
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Two Ways You Can Help MSB

~

Here are two ways you can helplfund some

The MSB Student Council coordinates the Box tops for Education program and will
collect, trim, bundle and submit the Box Tops for reimbursement; they already have

leav At

o

f

earned $348 this school year. Send the box tops to Desiree Morris or James Bé
MSB. For a complete list of the 300+ eligible products go to
http:www.boxtops4education. com/earn/clip/ Brands.aspx.

Anot her way to support MSB is throu
Every time you make a purchase and swipe your eScrip card, Schnucks will con

up to 3% of your total grocery purchases to MSB. Schnucks eScrip Community

calling 8060931-6258 or visitwww.escrip.com/schnucks.jgp simply call or email
Carole Sohn at MSB, 314764320, ext. 1132Carole.Sohn@msb.dese.mo.gov

oarus

are available free at the courtesy counter at any Schnucks market. Register your card by




