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CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2014!
On Wednesday, June 11, the MSB said farewell to the class of 2014. Mr. Jim Baker, who retired from MSB in 2012, addressed the graduates as the commencement speaker. He offered several pieces of advice, the most important being “make the world a better place.” Although we are sad to lose such incredible students, we are filled with pride and look forward to what their futures hold.
The 2014 valedictorian, Meghanne Chirchirillo, came to MSB when she was 15 years old. Meghanne has participated in almost every activity MSB has offered, but said that goalball is her favorite.  She was a member of the MSB BETA Club and has participated in the High School Book Club, the Library Cat Club and the MSB Fitness Challenge.  During the 2013-2014 school year, Meghanne was dually-enrolled at MSB and St. Louis Community College - Forest Park.   
Meghanne is also an accomplished athlete earning letters in Track and Field, Goalball, Cheerleading and Swimming. Meghanne  is a team player as well as student leader.  She was a member of the girls’ teams that took the NCASB championships in track, swim and goalball.
Last summer Meghanne represented MSB in the USABA National Fitness Challenge at the Olympic Training Camp in Colorado Springs, Colorado. In 2013 Meghanne received the Ina E. Hubbard Award for overall excellence in citizenship, academic achievement and extra-curricular activities as well as the Missouri State High School Activities Association Award of Excellence.   
After graduation, Meghanne plans to attend Missouri State University. Meghanne is the recipient of the National Federation of the Blind - Missouri Chapter Scholarship, the United Workers for the Blind Scholarship, the Missouri State Provost Scholarship and the Hazel Hull Weis Scholarship.
Breck Campbell, class of 2014 Salutatorian, came to MSB when she was 12 years old. While at MSB, she has participated in Track and Field, Goalball, Forensics, High School Book Club, Library Cat Club, Braille Readers Are Leaders, and the Beta Club. Breck has also participated in the city-wide regional science fair for the last two years winning a blue ribbon for her research. During the 2014 Missouri Senior BETA Convention held in Branson, Breck was awarded the John W. Harris Leadership Award, a national honor bestowed on only 25 senior BETAs nation-wide. Breck is the recipient of the American Council of the Blind Scholarship as well.
Outside of school, Breck enjoys singing at community functions and reading. She is also a published poet whose poetry can be read on PoeticPower.com. This summer, Breck will be attending the National Beta Convention in Richmond Virginia before starting her freshman year at Columbia College in Columbia, Mo. The individual instruction that students get from teachers at MSB is what Breck says she will miss the most. She said she will also miss the closeness of the MSB community, living in the dorms and getting to hang out with her friends every night.   
Michael Babusa came to MSB when he was 11 years old. He loves working on computers, both inside the classroom and out. He said that the access to technology he had at MSB is what he’ll miss the most. While computer class was his favorite, he also excelled in many extracurricular activities. Wrestling was Michael’s favorite sport, and this year he qualified for the Missouri State High School Athletic Association State Wrestling Championships. Michael also enjoyed goalball, track and field, BETA Club, Library Cat Club, High School Book Club and student council.
Michael aspires to study law at the University of Missouri - Columbia, however he will begin his college career at St. Louis Community College this fall.
Ethan Baldwin came to MSB just a year ago, but he has made the most out of his time here. Ethan was dually enrolled in MSB LIFE as well as St. Louis Community College at Forest Park. Cooking was his favorite LIFE class and he loves to make hot wings. Ethan enjoyed participating in the MSB athletic program, especially swimming. Outside of class, Ethan enjoys hanging out with friends and going to the movies. He plans to study business and finance in Kansas City.
Nathan Baldwin arrived at MSB just a year ago as well. Nathan was enrolled full-time in the LIFE Program and loved the cooking class. His favorite thing to make is stir fry. While at school, Nathan’s favorite activities were swimming and the Library Cat Club. Outside of school, he enjoys listening to music, going to the movies and hanging out with friends.
This June, Nathan traveled to New Jersey to compete with nearly 3,500 athletes in the Special Olympics 2014 USA Games. He said that meeting new friends and participating in sports is what he will miss most when he leaves MSB.
Kathryn Hurd came to MSB when she was 13. English was her favorite class, as was choir. Kathryn participated in many extracurricular activities, but her favorites were track and field, goalball, forensics, Beta Club and girl scouts. Outside of school, Kathryn enjoys hanging out with friends, reading, listening to music and playing games.
To kick off her summer, Kathryn is attending the Independence Training Program at the Colorado Center for the Blind just outside of Denver. In the fall, she and her family are moving to Texas where Kathryn will be attending the Texas School for the Blind Junior College Program. Kathryn hopes to earn a certificate in teaching English and Braille so she can return to China to teach and do mission work. Kathryn says that she will miss her friends and a lot of the staff. She will also miss getting to participate in sports and earning medals.
Elijah Shick came to MSB when he was just 10 years old. He left for two years to attend school in his home district, but returned to finish his high school career at MSB. He loved all of his classes at MSB, but said that Math was his favorite. When he wasn’t in class, Elijah participated in several activities. His favorites were the Library Cat Club, Alternate Book club, track and field, goalball, wrestling and swimming. He also enjoyed bowling and skiing. In the future, Elijah plans to attend massage therapy school.
Farewell
Dear Friends,
As most of you have heard, I am retiring, effective August 1, 2014. I hope that I have contributed even slightly to the success and stability of MSB over the past five years. Our MSB Outreach program continues to grow and provide much needed services to districts and families across the state.  Our K-12 on-campus program continues to lead in technology and short-term/long-term programming for the visually impaired. Our facility improvements have increased our comfort level and improved our environment for learning. The support of our parents, Lions Clubs, alumni, and other charitable groups will enable MSB to continue to be a leader in educational services for Missouri students. We thank you all for your support!   I’m looking forward to the transition period with MSB’s new superintendent, Geoffrey Barney, so I can brag about our students, staff, and the overall MSB experience!  Like our graduates, I am excited about what lies ahead of me, but will greatly miss MSB and all the people and staff that make it such a special place.
Sincerely,
Patricia L. Yocum, Superintendent
ORIENTATION & MOBILITY
The Key to Independence
Orientation and mobility (O&M) is a key component to a life of independence for those who are blind or visually impaired. It is also a service that must be considered for the visually impaired as indicated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).The goal of O&M instruction is to enable those with visual impairment to travel safely, efficiently and as independently as possible in different environments such as the home, school, work and community. ORIENTATION is the ability to determine where one is, where one is going, and how to get there. MOBILITY refers to the physical act of moving from place to place.  A Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist (COMS) is certified by the Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP).
Missouri School for the Blind has two full-time COMS on staff. Students are instructed in:
· Social skills
· Concept, motor and sensory development Methods of utilizing 
functional vision 
· Various techniques and strategies of O&M, including self-protection, trailing, use of sounds, and use of a cane or adaptive mobility devices, as appropriate
· Use of assistive technology for traveling purposes
In addition to intensive O&M services, MSB is unique because of its location. Missouri School for the Blind has a large campus, situated across the street from the sprawling Tower Grove Park in the heart of the St. Louis metro area. Instructors are able to utilize many different environments to expand students’ skill sets, including public transportation. As students gain the necessary skills and confidence, their independent travel environments expand. MSB students are issued independent travel passes based on the level attained through O&M instruction.
Orientation and Mobility is available for students who attend MSB as full-time students and also through our KEYS program with O&M short courses. To learn more, contact Joy Waddell at 314-776-4320, or Joyce.Waddell@msb.dese.mo.gov.
Students Take on Staff During a Day of Fun and Fit Challenges
On Thursday, May 8, MSB hosted “Olympic Day” in conjunction with the United States Association of Blind Athletes and Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield Foundation. The day started out with a 30 minute run/walk around the track. Students and staff participated in this kickoff and got their day off to an energizing start!
After the walk, the day was broken up into three instructional sessions. Students could choose from biking, archery, One-Touch self defense, rock climbing, bowling and goalball. Students enjoyed the variety of activities and learning fun ways to be fit and healthy!
Between activities, students enjoyed a fresh fruit smoothie break as well as a picnic lunch outside on the athletic field. The day’s events culminated with two heated goalball matches between students and staff. The MSB girls’ goalball team went head to head with female members of the staff, eventually crushing them, while the boys’ team wasn’t quite as fortunate and lost to their mentors.
Olympic Day was a fun and challenging day that highlighted the many benefits of a healthy lifestyle.
Msb thanks our super lions!
On Sunday, April 6, more than 150 Lions descended on MSB for “A Night of Superheroes.” Guests enjoyed tours of the school, demonstrations of technology, art, orientation and mobility, a silent auction and more! Super Lions donned their yellow capes and filled up on super powers with a hero themed dinner, then enjoyed a special musical program performed by MSB students. The students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to show their appreciation to the Lions, our heroes. Thank you Lions!
MSB Hosts Unified English 

Braille Code Workshop
On Thursday, March 27, 2014, MSB Outreach Services, hosted a Unified English Braille Code workshop led by Mackenzie Savaiano, PhD, from Vanderbilt University.  Dr. Savaiano presented two sessions outlining changes, sharing examples, and providing opportunity for hands-on practice with the newly adopted Unified English Braille Code (UEB). Participants brought their own equipment such as braillewriters, slate and styli and notetakers for the hands-on portion of the workshop.
The Braille Authority of North America (BANA), the rule setting body that establishes the codes and guidelines for braille use in North America, voted to officially adopt the UEB.  The UEB code will replace the English Braille American Edition (EBAE) currently being used in the United States. Transition to the UEB will occur over two years and officially be implemented by January 4, 2016.  
Of the forty-two participants, 100% reported that the information was useful, the workshop increased their knowledge, and it provided answers regarding the transition from EBAE to the UEB code. For more information on UEB, you can visit http://www.brailleauthority.org/ueb/overview_changes_ebae_ueb.html or e-mail Jennie Mascheck at Jennie.Mascheck@MSB.dese.mo.gov.
MSB Swim Team Finishes Strong
The MSB girls’ and boys’ swim teams competed against eight other schools for the blind at the NCASB Conference May 2-4. Jill McBroom finished 1st in the 50 Freestyle, 500 Freestyle and the 100 Backstroke. Jessica  Johnson took 2nd in the 100 Butterfly and the girls finished a strong 2nd in the 200 Freestyle Relay and the 400 Freestyle Relay. This led to a 1st place win for the girl’s team with a score of 215, beating out Ohio by just 15 points.
The boy’s team grabbed 4th place overall in the Conference with a respectful 140 points. Damon Tyson finished 2nd in the 100 Breaststroke, 3rd in the 400 Freestyle Relay, and placed in the top ten in several events.
The teams were coached by Paul Ehresman and Melissa Bishop. The meet was full of personal best times by EVERY member of the team. Congratulations swimmers!
Alumni News
Adnan Gutic ’06, Braille teacher and assistant wrestling coach at MSB, currently trains and competes in Judo meets with both sighted and visually-impaired athletes. During a tournament earlier this year, there was no one to compete against in his 185-pound division. Adnan moved up to the heavyweight class and proceeded to beat out a 280-pound athlete, among others, to take first place in the tournament. In May, Gutic traveled to Reno, Nevada, and participated in the USA Judo National Championships where he took first for the second consecutive time in the Visually Impaired National Championship. This win qualified Gutic for the 2014 IBSA World Judo Championships in Colorado Springs, Colorado, September 5-7. Good luck Adnan!
David Brown ’11, a Paralympic track athlete, has become the first visually-impaired athlete in history to break 11 seconds in the 100-meter dash. His time of 10.92 seconds shattered the previous world record by more than a tenth of a second! In April, he participated in the Mt. SAC Relays in Walnut, California, where he set world records in both the 100- and 200-meter races in the T11 (visually impaired) class. Currently, Brown can be considered the fastest visually-impaired sprinter in the world! Brown has no functional vision and runs tandem with guide Jerome Avery. Congratulations David!
Business Enterprise Program 
Visits MSB Students
The MSB students recently enjoyed a visit from members of the Business Enterprise Program here in Missouri.  David Pinkley, of Gateway Vending, and Gene Fleeman, of Hero Dining Services, spoke to the students about the business program established specifically for visually impaired entrepreneurs in Missouri.  The guests spoke about job training programs sponsored by the Lions Business Opportunity for Missouri Blind located in Jefferson City.  Mr. Pinkley and Mr. Fleeman gave the students a detailed overview about becoming a member of the Business Enterprise Program and information about the types of jobs available through the program.  The students were able to ask questions about how the program is operated, what education is required, what type of job skills and training is available, and questions about income potential. The students thoroughly enjoyed the visit and many came away with new ideas for their transition beyond MSB.
Revitalized courtyard 
comes alive with music
On Thursday, June 5, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held to celebrate the new sensory courtyard installed at MSB. A large fire pit, seating and stone flower boxes outline one corner, while large, perfectly-tuned outdoor musical instruments define the adjacent sides. In addition, several new picnic tables have been added. This revitalized space now provides an additional area for students to relax and socialize, and encourages students to spend more time outdoors. This project was made possible by the benefactors of MSB.
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT Assembly
On Wednesday, June 11, students, staff, family and friends gathered at the Genesis Banquet Center to celebrate the many accomplishments MSB students have achieved this academic year. Congratulations to EVERY student on a successful year!
OUT AND ABOUT
1. Library Cat Club members enjoy a pizza party in the park 2. Savannah and Khylie deliver apples to staff for teacher appreciation week. 3. Horticulture club gets the planters ready for summer. 4. Ali tries out a dulcimer at the Storytelling Festival at the Missouri Botanical Gardens. 5. Ms. Kenny’s class enjoyed a field trip to Chocolate Chocolate Chocolate Company.
A NIGHT TO SHINE - MSB JUNIOR/SENIOR PROM
On Thursday, May 15, students sparkled at the Junior/Senior Prom - A Night to Shine. The celebration, hosted at Genesis Banquet Center, included dinner and dancing. Congratulations to the 2014 homecoming queen and king, Meghanne Chirchirillo and Ethan Baldwin!
CALENDAR
JULY
7
Staff Development
8-18
STEM Session I - Fantasy Baseball
21-31
STEM Session II - Earth Journey
AUGUST
19-22
Staff Development
25
First Day of School
SEPTEMBER
1
Labor Day - NO SCHOOL
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