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The Importance of the Missouri DeafBlind Census

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) mandates an annual
census of all persons with deafblindness ages birth through 21 years. The
Missouri DeafBlind Technical Assistance Project (the Project) is tasked by the
Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) this annual
census.

The DeafBlind Census informs the United States Congress and the United States
Department of Education about these infants, children, and youth with
deafblindness. The data collected also helps the Project identify and provide
connections to services and supports needed by these individuals, their families,
and the agencies that support them.

The DeafBlind Census consists of demographic information such as date of birth,
gender, and living and education settings, and descriptive information such as
cause of deafblindness and concomitant disabilities.

When a local education agency submits an individual to the DeafBlind Census, the
Project provides information on services and supports available on a local, state,
and national level. Similar information is sent to the family. In both cases, a form is
provided to guide individuals through the process of requesting assistance from the
Project.

The Project also uses demographic and descriptive information provided by the
Census to develop topical workshops and family engagement activities.
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